
SHORT GUIDE TO EFFECTIVE CLASSICAL DISCUSSION 
The following is presented courtesy of the Stated Clerk.  Clear procedure will help us do our work more 

effectively.  It may give delegates who seldom come to classis the confidence to join in the discussion.  The 

contribution of every delegate is important to correctly conduct the business of God’s kingdom through classis. 

 

Below are the most common procedures.  It is a helpful discipline to begin each speech with one of the bold 

statements.  This discipline will help you focus on what you wish to say, and will help the other delegates more 

easily grasp what you intend to communicate.  May God guide us in effective service for Him today in classis! 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 
1. I move to . . . .   This may be done when there is no other motion on the floor. 

    The topic you address must be before classis either by way of the  

          agenda or else voted by the majority of delegates.  

 

2. I move to amend the motion by (adding, subtracting, substituting) the following  

 words so the motion would read . . . .   After you motion to amend receives support 

       and is acknowledged by the chairman, you 

       may proceed to give your reasons.  This may 

       done any time a main motion is on the floor. 

 

3. I would like to speak in favor of this motion.  Then list your reasons. 

 

4.  I would like to speak against this motion.  Then list your reasons. 

 

5.   I need clarification/information on this motion before I can vote.   Then ask for the  

           information you 

           desire. 

 

6. I would like to move that we table this until (another item on the agenda, another  

 session of classis, indefinitely in which case it usually dies) so that . . . .  Give reasons 

            you want to 

            table. 

 

7.  I would like to refer this to a committee in order that . . . .   Then state your reasons. 

          More complete study.   

          Improved wording. Other? 

 

8.  I move to cease debate.   This ends discussion if sustained by a majority.  The motion 

     may be addressed only by those already recognized by the  

     chairman.  Fairness dictates that you not give a speech for or 

     against, and then move to cease debate.  Usually this motion is 

     made without any comments about the substance of the motion. 

 


